					
			
	                                              



					
			
	                                              


MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 7th SEPTEMBER 2026 IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
No items were brought for discussion.

Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman), John Cox, Jaime Wetherell, and Debbie Taylor 

In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 1 member of public

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
   Cllr Paul Taylor and Cllr Mike Hewitson

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 13th JULY 2026 (Already Circulated)
[bookmark: _Hlk218879688]The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr Wetherell, Seconder: Cllr Cox).

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
None.

5. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES
a) There are currently two Councilor vacancies.  

6. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
The Somerset Councilor’s report was previously circulated.

7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) Planning applications received: App No: 26/01935/HOU: Proposal: Erection of a single-storey extension to existing garage to create a storage area measuring approximately 2.8m x 6m (16.8m footprint) Location: White Cottage Barrows Hill. A resolution was passed that there were no objections (Proposer: Cllr D Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox).
b) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.  
c) Cllr Goodes has continued to chase up the section 215 notice for Wooden Top Inn that expired in November 2024. Cllr Goodes has continued to chase this and is in discussion with planning enforcement hoping for some further progress.

8. FINANCE
a) St Mary’s Church has provided an invoice for recent grass cutting at the church.  As discussed earlier on this year, the PC agreed to contribute £430 towards the cost of graveyard upkeep. A resolution was passed to approve this (Proposer: Cllr Wetherell, Seconder: Cllr Cox).
b) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr D Taylor):
N Chapman – Salary & Expenses Apr-June		                     £1,010.09
Somerset Council Apr-June Bin Emptying (£84.50+VAT£16.90)	£101.40
A J Fencing – Inv 1463 (29/09/25) (£60+VAT£10)			  £60.00
        A J Fencing – Inv 1488 (23/12/25) (£60+VAT£10)			  £60.00
A J Fencing – Inv 1526 (20/05/25) (£60+VAT£10)			  £60.00
A J Fencing – Inv 1536 (12/06/25) (£60+VAT£10)			  £60.00
A J Fencing – Inv 1542 (25/06/25) (£60+VAT£10)			  £60.00
A J Fencing – Inv 1549 (25/06/25) (£60+VAT£10)			  £60.00
John Robinson – Ranger Fees 19/08/26			                        £175.00
John Robinson – Ranger Fees 26/08/26			                        £175.00
East Chinnock Village Hall Committee - Post Office Rental Fees	£562.48	
	
9. COMMUNITY PARK.
a) The PC discussed the mowing of the grass during the dry summer, and it was agreed that next year we should ask A J Fencing to only mow once it has starting growing again.
b)  The Clerk is still seeking quotes for the replacement of the 2 gates.

10. PARISH ISSUES
a) The Clerk agreed to obtain quotes for the ‘infill’ of the wall in the arch next to the bus stop. 
b) Cllr Goodes agreed to contact the Cider Farm owner to discuss the area where the PC would like to install the new hamstone sign, as this is also adjacent to his land. 
c) Cllr Goodes asked the Council if a ‘Cool room’ (i.e. air conditioned space) should be considered given the recent hot weather seen lately which appears to be becoming the new normal climate.  It was thought that the Village Hall would be suitable for this.  Cllr Weatherell agreed to bring this up at the next Village Hall meeting.

11. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
a) The Bonfire night will be held on November 5th.  Cllr Goodes agreed to contact the owner of the adjacent land to inform him of the event.
b)  The music night event made a profit of £241.50.

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
Cllr Cox gave an update on the two recent visits form the Ranger.. 

13. HIGHWAYS REPORT
a) Cllr Goodes has met with Highways on College road, and the marking for the bollards has been made. The work to install the bollards in now with the contractors.  The double yellows lines will have to take the usual standard approval process. 
b) Mike Bussel agreed to check the grit bins in the village and let the clerk know if they need filling up this year.

14. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
No updates regarding public engagement.

15. RIGHTS OF WAY
Mike Bussel reported that there were a couple of leaning trees over a footpath which have now been cleared.

16. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The next meeting will be held on Monday 5th October, 2026, at 7.30pm. The meeting closed at 8.20pm.  
