
					
			
						


MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 1st SEPTEMBER 2025 IN THE VILLAGE HALL


Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:

The recently destroyed planter located on the A30 East Chinnock ‘welcome sign’ was discussed.  A parishioner reported that someone had driven into the sign and that the police attended the scene afterwards. The Clerk agreed to contact the police to see if they had further details for an insurance claim.  It was decided that putting a new planter there would be pointless, as it was difficult to keep watered throughout the summer. The Clerk suggested replacing the sign with a large ham stone rock similar to East Coker and Odcombe. It was agreed to obtain a cost for this. Another Parishioner also knew of another large stone and would investigate to see whether it was suitable.

A parishioner reported that there were still people parked on the new double-yellow lines on Weston Street.  It was thought that they were just ‘unloading’. She also asked about the double-yellow lines on College.  The Chairman replied that Somerset Council are no longer painting ‘Double-Yellow’ lines here, but have instead have offered to install 3 ‘bollards’ at the end of the pavement in order to prevent people blocking the pavement.  

A parishioner reported that he has continued to chase up Somerset Council regarding dredging the A30 drains.  The Chairman replied that the Parish Council are also seeking quotes for dredging other drains around the village. 

 Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman), John Cox, Debbie Taylor and J’aime Wetherell. 

In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 3 Member of the Public.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
   None. 

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14th JULY 2025 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor).

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
None.

5. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES
a) There are currently three Councillor vacancies.

6. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
The Somerset Councilor’s report has been circulated. 

7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) There was no Planning applications received after publication of the agenda.

8. FINANCE
a) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox) :
· A J Fencing - Grass mowing (Inv 1440 £50.00+ VAT £10.00)		                   £60.00
· A J Fencing - Grass mowing (Inv 1449 £50.00+ VAT £10.00)		                   £60.00
· Somerset Council April-June bin emptying (£84.50 + VAT £16.90)	                 £101.40

9. COMMUNITY PARK.
Cllr Taylor reported that a couple of the benches need repainting.

10. PARISH ISSUES
a) The new dog litter bin is waiting to be installed.
b) The Clerk reported that the litter bin on the A30 Layby was once again overflowing. She suggested that it might be better if the bin was removed as it is usually overflowing even though it is emptied once-a-week. There was concern that this might result in fly-tipping here.

11. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
The Entertainments committee are now planning for the next bonfire night. The Chairman agreed to contact the nearby farmer regarding this. The Clerk has asked for the Music Night purchase invoices so that she can do the annual VAT return for the Council. 

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
Cllr Cox reported that the ranger is due out sometime soon.

13. HIGHWAYS REPORT
Somerset Council have asked the Parish Council to report back to them on the level of grit within each grit bin around East Chinnock.  There are 4 grit bins in total and Mike Bussel agreed to check them to see how full they are before the 12th September deadline.

14. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
Cllr Wetherell reported that the facebook group is going well. She also reported that the Pizza Horse box will now be serving pizza every Tuesday from the village hall car park. 

15. RIGHTS OF WAY
Mike Bussel has repaired the damaged stile on the footpath near the A30 (near Cott Farm) and the sign has been replaced.
Mike has offered to put a report in the ‘Chimes’ asking people to maintain their property boundaries including hedges, as these often over-hang on to footpaths and pavements. It was agreed it write this on behalf of the Parish Council.

16. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The next meeting will be held on Monday 6th October, 2025. The meeting closed at 8.30pm.  
