					
			
						



					
			
						


MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 6th OCTOBER 2025 IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:

A parishioner spoke on behalf of several other parishioners that were present at the meeting, stating that they are unhappy about the pavement being obstructed on College near Cornerstones property.  The trailer has been blocking the pavement for several years and according to the parishioner it is never moved. They are concerned that it would be difficult for emergency vehicles to use the road. They have contacted Somerset Council regarding this and also the police.  Somerset Council Highways have responded stating that they are looking to install bollards in this area.  The Police have been trying to contact the owner of the trailer, but have so far failed. The Chairman responded that the Parish Council have also been in consultation with Somerset Council and will continue to follow this up.

A parishioner asked the council if they are intending to install a new planter near the ‘East Chinnock’ welcome sign near Bridge Farm. The Chairman replied that if the parish Council installed a new planter it would only be nearby the Village Hall as the planter that had been in place at Bridge Farm was hard to maintain due to its location. It is hoped that the new planter could re-use the stone from the old one and replace the wooded planter outside the Village Hall. This would be discussed in further detail at November’s meeting.  The Clerk reported that she had contacted the police regarding the recently destroyed planter, and they had responded saying there were unable to find a report on this even though it was reported that the police had attended following the accident.

A parishioner reported that there is a small tree blocking the Green Lane footpath. The Chairman reported that he would inspect this sometime soon.

 Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman), John Cox, Debbie Taylor and J’aime Wetherell. 

In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 7 Member of the Public.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
   None. 

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 1st SEPTEMBER 2025 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor).

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
The Chairman attended the SALC Conference.  He gave details of the ‘Pride and Place’ project which is a 10-year strategy for improving communities, the ‘Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS)’ and the review on town and council boundaries that will take place after the next general election (but which won’t be enacted until 2031).  

The new part of the ‘Practionioner’s Guide by the Smaller Authorities Proper Practices’, has included a new requirement (Assertion 10), which requires Parish Council’s to use council-owned domain names for websites and email.  Cllr Goodes stated that he had received a quote from the company ‘Parish Online’ for £315 + VAT per year for an ‘East Chinnock Parish Council’ website, that would include ‘gov.uk’ emails for all councillors.  This was discussed and it was decided to put this on the agenda for next month.

The Chairman reported that many Parish Council’s (like East Chinnock) are struggling to recruit Councillors. He has offered to write a small article for the Chinnock Chimes to in an effort to recruit new councillors.  

The Chairman also reported that the ‘SALC Community & Wellbeing Officer’ has grants available for PCs for running community health and wellbeing projects (£500-£1000). The Village Hall and Entertainments Committees will be made aware of this opportunity.

5. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES
a) There are currently three Councillor vacancies.

6. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
The Somerset Councilor’s report has been circulated. 

7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) Planning applications received:
i) App No: 25/02153/LBC Replacement of thatched ridge (implemented) at Trinity Cottage 433 College. A resolution was passed that there were no objections (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor).
i) App No: 25/02296/LBC Proposed Removal of Internal Wall at the Stables Dawes Farm Fordhay.  A resolution was passed that they were no objections (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor).
b) There was no Planning applications received after publication of the agenda.

8. FINANCE
a) The Clerk handed out a 2026-27 first draft budget report giving details of the current financial expectation for March 2026.  The Clerk asked Councilors if they would like to propose any new suggestions for the 2026-2027 budget.  The Clerk agreed to include budget for the potential new Ham stone signs (approx. £5000) and also an allowance for giving the bus stop a small makeover(!).
b) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices (Proposer: Cllr Wetherell, Seconder: Cllr Cox) :
· N G Chapman – Salary + Expenses 						      £1,038.40
· A J Fencing - Grass mowing (Inv 1463 £50.00+ VAT £10.00)	            	           £60.00
·   Paul Taylor – reimbursement for new clips for dog poo bin. 				£4.00

9. COMMUNITY PARK.
Cllr Taylor reported that the main gate was not always getting shut. Cllr Goodes agreed to inspect this.  The black bin is also not shutting properly.

10. PARISH ISSUES
a) The Parish Council thanked Paul Taylor for installing the new dog litter bin.  The old litter bin will need to be removed and the clerk agreed to contact the Somerset Council to ask it they will remove it.
b) The Clerk has received quote for the large ham stone from Harvey’s stone for £2229.00 +VAT.  This would include preparation of a foundation, delivery and positioning.  The Parish Council discussed this and they were keen to put signs at both ends of the village. The stone on the south of the village (towards Crewkerne) would be on private land (Cllr Goodes agreed to speak to the owner regarding this).  The stone of the north side of the village (towards Yeovil) would be on highways land and a license would be required (approx. £500).  A resolution was passed to have one stone at each end of the village.  Cllr Goodes also agreed to speak to the land owner regarding the recently destroyed planter below the current ‘East Chinnock’ sign.
11. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
The Entertainments committee are now planning for the next bonfire night. The Chairman has contacted the nearby farmer regarding this. A resolution was passed for the Parish Council to provide a float of £1400 to purchase Fireworks and food and drink (Proposer: Cllr Wetherell, Seconder: Cllr Cox).  
Cllr Taylor has passed on the Music Night purchase invoices to the Clerk so that she can reclaim the VAT. 

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
Cllr Cox reported that the ranger has not yet visited for a while.  The clerk has also chased this up, and their reply was that they have been very busy with other jobs. Cllr Cox agreed to email the Ranger with the current job list.

13. HIGHWAYS REPORT
a) Cllr Goodes has asked Somerset Council when they will next be clearing the village gullies. The reply was that some were scheduled for this year and the rest were scheduled for next year.  The clerk has received quotes from external companies for clearing the gullies and the price was around £120 + VAT per gully (approximately 40 village gullies x £120 = £4,800).  It was therefore decided to wait for the council to clear these gullies (Proposer: Cllr Wetherell, Seconder: Cllr Cox).  Somerset Council have also asked their contractors to revisit the A30 gullies near the cider farm as they have previously unblocked this area recently and unfortunately, they didn’t do a very good job.
b) The Chairman is going to arrange to meet with Somerset council Highways discuss the double-yellow lines on College and also the potential new bollards where the curb drops down (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox).

14. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
Cllr Wetherell reported that the VHC are paying for the ‘outer wall’ near the village hall to be mended as it is currently in need of urgent repair.  There is also a new ‘fire safety policy’ being implemented for the Village Hall.  They have also set a date for the Christmas fayre.

15. RIGHTS OF WAY
No update.

16. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
1) Potential new planter discussion, 2) discussion re new website and email addresses and 3) Bus shelter makeover.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The next meeting will be held on Monday 3rd November, 2025. The meeting closed at 9.00pm.  
