					
			
						



					
			
	                                              		


MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 3rd NOVEMBER 2025 IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner asked for the latest update regarding the Woodentops enforcement notice. Cllr Goodes replied that the enforcement notice expired on 24th November last year and it is now with Somerset Council’s legal team. Cllr Hewittson stated that he has spoken to the legal team at this is currently one of four cases on the go for enforcement notices and may take some time.

 Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman), John Cox, Debbie Taylor and J’aime Wetherell. 

In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk), Cllr Hewittson and 3 Members of the Public.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
   None. 

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 6th OCTOBER 2025 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor).

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
The Chairman reported that the litter bins on the A30 layby (towards Crewkerne) have now been removed by the council as they were constantly full. A councillor reported that there was still litter being left there.    This will be kept under review.

5. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES
a) There are currently three Councilor vacancies.  The Chairman has drafted an article to encourage people to join the Council.  This will be put in January’s Chinnock Chimes.

6. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
The Somerset Councilor’s report has been circulated. Cllr Hewittson has reported that there is now a new map which gives details on potholes and surface issues fixed in the last month. This will be forwarded on to Clerks. Somerset Council is currently planning its budget for next year.  Children’s services and special education needs demand a significant portion or the available budget.

7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) There was no Planning applications received after publication of the agenda.

8. FINANCE
a) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox):
· A J Fencing - Grass mowing (Inv 1463 £50.00+ VAT £10.00)	            	               £60.00
· A J Fencing – Ranger work (£468.75+VAT £93.75) 					 £562.50
· Paul Taylor (Ent. Comm purchase of Royal British Legion 2 x ‘Tommy’ statue and ‘Tommy’ lamp post sign (£354.16 + VAT £70.83)					  £424.99

9. COMMUNITY PARK.
a) Cllr Taylor reported that the black bin is not shutting properly and this will need investigating.
b) Cllr Goodes has been looking into suitable ‘gate closers’ to address the issue of the gate remaining open and asked Paul Taylor for his opinion on these. 

10. PARISH ISSUES
a) Cllr Goodes is still trying to contact the farm owner to determine if there is enough stone available from the recently destroyed planter near the cider farm to rebuild the wooden planter outside the village hall.
b) A parishioner recently queried that the cost of the new hamstone signs could potentially mean that the precept would need to increase to cover these. The Clerk replied stating that the budget for next year has been agreed as yet, but the precept will probably only increase with inflation. 
It was decided that the exact location of the signs would be the next job.  Coming in from West Coker, it is mainly hedge and there may not be suitable position for a large sign. Cllr Goodes also agreed to speak to the land owner re the south sign. The clerk has contacted Somerset Council’s ‘Road records’ re licensing and is waiting for a reply. Cllr Wetherell suggested a position for the western sign and will send Cllr Goodes ‘what 3 words’ co-ordinates.
c) Cllr Wetherell has sent photos of the bus shelter to Councilors to determine what needs doing to give it a makeover.  It needs repainting, a new notice board and either staining the bench or replacing the wood (there is a lot of graffiti of the slats).  The Clerk agreed to obtain quotes for this.

11. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
    The Bonfire night is being held on Wednesday the 5th. 

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
Two rangers visited the village and have cleared the silt traps, cleared culverts, litter picked and have cleared the viewing point footpath.

13. HIGHWAYS REPORT
a) Cllr Goodes has been informed by Somerset Council that the contractor will be revisited the site to clear the gullies by the Cider farm.
b) The Chairman is going to arrange to meet with Somerset Council Highways discuss the proposed  yellow lines and bollards on College

14. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
a) Cllr Wetherell reported that the VHC are holding the Christmas Fayre on the 29th November in the afternoon.
b) The option of a new website and email addresses for the parish Council was discussed. The new part of the ‘Practionioner’s Guide by the Smaller Authorities Proper Practices’, has included a new requirement (Assertion 10), which requires Parish Council’s to use council-owned domain names for websites and email.  Cllr Goodes stated that he had received a quote from the company ‘Parish Online’ for £315 + VAT per year (£215 in the first year) for an ‘East Chinnock Parish Council’ website, that would include ‘gov.uk’ emails for all councillors. A Resolution was passed to use Parish Online, (subject to them not introducing further costs down the line). (Proposed Cllr Taylor, Seconder Cllr Wetherell (Cllr Cox abstained)).

15. RIGHTS OF WAY
Mike Bussell reported that he has cleared the fallen tree across Green lane (Y8/28). He also reported that the gate at the bottom of Conygar wasn’t actually broken, but due to poor installation hasn’t worked very well since installed 8 years ago.  Mike has now repaired it.  Mike also thanks Oli Seyfried for helping him install the sign near Cott Farm.

16. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The next meeting will be held on Monday 1st December, 2025. The meeting closed at 9.00pm.  



