					
			
	                                              



					
			
	                                              


MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 11th MAY 2026 IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner asked for a progress update re the new Village Hall planter. The Chairman replied that the stone from the broken planter has been collected and that they will now look to appoint a contractor to build the new planter.
John Cox reported that there was a roof leak in the village hall and the feoffees are looking at ways to fund this and may ask the parish council for help towards this. 

Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman), John Cox, J’aime Wetherell, Paul Taylor and Debbie Taylor 

In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 4 members of public.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
   None.

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE  
Duncan Goodes was elected as Chairman and then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office (Proposer: Cllr D Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox).

2. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN & REPRESENTATIVES 
i) Election of Vice Chairman. 
John Cox was elected as Vice Chairman (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Goodes). 
ii) Village Hall Representative. 
J’aime Wetherell was elected as Village Hall Representative (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr P Taylor). 
iii) Highways Representative. 
Duncan Goodes was elected as Highways Representative (Proposer: Cllr DTaylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox).
iv) Footpaths Representative. 
Mike Bussel was elected as Footpaths Representative (Proposer: Cllr D Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox).
v) Entertainments Committee Representative.
Paul Taylor was elected as Village Hall Representative (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Wetherhell)..
vi) Parish Ranger Representative.
John Cox was elected as Parish Ranger Representative (Proposer: Cllr D Taylor, Seconder: Cllr wetherell).
vii) Public Engagement Representative.
J’aime Wetherell was elected as Village Hall Representative (Proposer: Cllr P Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox).
viii) Community Field Representative
Debbie Taylor was elected as Community Field Representative (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Wetherhell).


2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 13th APRIL 2026 (Already Circulated)
[bookmark: _Hlk218879688]The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr P Taylor, Seconder: Cllr D. Taylor).

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
None.

5. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES
a) There are currently two Councilor vacancies.  

6. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
The Somerset Councilor’s report was previously circuited. 

7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.  

8. FINANCE
a) The Bank Reconciliation at 31st March 2026 was approved (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr P Taylor).
b) The Annual Internal Audit Report has been received and there were no comments. The Parish Council thanked Mr Lee Selfe for kindly completely the audit.
c) A resolution was passed to complete the Certificate of Exemption (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr P Taylor).
d) A resolution was passed to approve the Annual Governance Statement (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr P Taylor). 
e) A resolution was passed to approve the Accounting Statements (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr D Taylor).
f) A resolution was passed to approve Parish Council Insurance renewal for 01/06/26-31/05/27 £591.82 (previous year £582.08) (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr D Taylor).
g) A resolution was approved to pay the VHC the increase cost of hiring the village hall for the Post office contract to £487.50 per annum. (25% increase from current cost of £390). Feoffess have also agreed to do pay £487.50 (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr D Taylor).
h) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr D Taylor):
· John Robinson – Ranger April	                                                                        £225.00
· Village Hall Committee – Hire of hall May 2026 – April 2027			£200.00
· LC Painting & Decorating – Village Bus Shelter refurbishment.		£710.00
· Diocese of Bath & Wells – Community Field Rent      			            £300.00

9. COMMUNITY PARK.
a) Cllr D. Taylor reported that there are no new problems.  Cllr Weatherell reported that the area in front of the park is now overgrown with nettles.  Cllr Goodes agreed to contact the gardening club to establish if they intend to maintain it this year.




10. PARISH ISSUES
a) With regards to the new village hall planter, the clerk was asked to obtain quotes for this.  This would require 1) Copping stones for the top surface of the planter, 2) someone to sort out the stone from the previous planter and 3) building the planter.   
b) With regards to the new hamstone sign, the Clerk has received maps highlighting the area of Somerset Council owned land.  Cllr Goodes agreed to contact Somerset Highways to determine if siting the sign near the existing ‘East Chinnock’ sign was also an option. It was decided that the clerk should take some photos and use AI to get an idea of how the stones might look in each of the current proposed sites.

11. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
a) Cllr P.Taylor reported that the Entertainments committee are making sure everything is ready for the music night on the 6th June.

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
The ranger has collected the stones from the broken planter and moved them to the Village Hall. He has also been strimming around the village. 

13. HIGHWAYS REPORT
a) No further update on the College junction (still awaiting the installing of the bollards). A parishioner has asked if the PC have considered using parking permits here, but the PC’s view was that trying to enforce this would be quite costly.

14. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
a) Cllr Wetherall circulated the latest logo design to councilors.

15. RIGHTS OF WAY
Mr Bussell stated that there was nothing to report.

16. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
Discussion re village hall roof repair.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The next meeting will be held on Monday 1st June, 2026, at 7.30pm. The meeting closed at 8.50pm.  
