
MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON MONDAY 12th MAY 2025 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner commented that it was good to see the Church Clock working again. The time still          requires some adjusting and Paul Taylor is aiming to do his best to correct this. 

 Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman), John Cox, Debbie Taylor  and J’aime Wetherell. 
In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 3 Members of the Public.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
   None.
2. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE  
Duncan Goodes was elected as Chairman and then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox).
3. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN & REPRESENTATIVES 
i) Election of Vice Chairman. 

John Cox was elected as Vice Chairman (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Goodes). 

ii) Village Hall Representative. 
J’aime Wetherell was elected as Village Hall Representative (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor). 

iii) Highways Representative. 

Duncan Goodes was elected as Highways Representative (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox).

iv) Footpaths Representative. 

Mike Bussel was elected as Footpaths Representative (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox).

v) Entertainments Committee Representative.
Debbie Taylor was elected as Village Hall Representative (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Wetherhell)..

vi) Parish Ranger Representative.

John Cox was elected as Parish Ranger Representative (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr wetherell).

vii) Public Engagement Representative.
J’aime Wetherell was elected as Village Hall Representative (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox).

viii) Community Field Representative

Debbie Taylor was elected as Community Field Representative (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Wetherhell).
4. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 7th APRIL 2025 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor).

5. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

6. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
None

7. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES
a) There are currently three Councillor vacancies.
8. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
The Somerset Councilor’s report has been circulated. 

9. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) Planning application received:

i) Planning App No: 22/00102/FUL Proposal: Erection of 2 bungalows Location: Orchard Farm Weston Street Applicant: Weberbuild Ltd (Amended Plan / New Information). This was discussed and the Parish Council’s comments on the application remain the same as when the original planning was discussed (Re: App No: 22/00102/FUL Erection of 2 bungalows).  If the applicant had applied for all 12 dwellings under one application, then it would have been considered a major development. As such it would have met the threshold for a 35% affordable housing requirement (as set out within Policy HG3 of the adopted Local Plan).  The Parish Council therefore feel that the application should give consideration to this and that either the latest application should be changed to provide affordable housing, or alternatively the applicant should make a contribution to affordable housing. A resolution was passed stating that the parish council view has not changed on this (Proposer: Cllr Goodes, Seconder: Cllr Taylor).

b) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.

10. FINANCE
a) The Bank Reconciliation at 31st March 2025 was approved (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor).

b) The Annual Internal Audit Report has been received and there were no comments. The Parish Council thanked Mr Lee Selfe for kindly completely the audit.

c) A resolution was passed to complete the Certificate of Exemption (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor).

d) A resolution was passed to approve the Annual Governance Statement (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor). 

e) A resolution was passed to approve the Accounting Statements (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor).

f) The Asset register for the y/e 31/03/2025 was approved (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor).

g) Clear Councils Insurance have quoted £582.08 (previous year was £438.69) for the Parish Council Insurance.  The Clerk has also had a quote for £5…. from Zurich.  A resolution was approved for the Clerk to renew with Zurich to obtain the cheaper quote (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox). It was agreed to take up the offer of a three-year inflation link renewal if it was unavailable.

The Village Garden club have asked if the Parish Council will cover them for insurance while volunteering to help maintain the Community Field.  The Parish Council were happy to cover volunteers for this on their insurance (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Wetherell):

h) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor):

· A J Fencing - Grass mowing (Inv 1390 £50.00+ VAT £10.00)

                 £60.00

· A J Fencing - Grass mowing (Inv 1396 £50.00+ VAT £10.00)

                 £60.00

· Purple Hire – Cherry Picker Hire (£211.88 + VAT£42.38)


   £254.26

· Jon Wareham  - Tree stump removal





   £200.00

11. COMMUNITY PARK.

It is hoped that work on the Chain Link Fencing will start sometime soon. Cllr Taylor agreed to notify nearby neighbor’s once we have a date. The Clerk agreed to contact the Gardening club, as they may have to move some plants beforehand.  

Cllr Taylor commented that there has been quite a lot of litter in the park recently.

12. PARISH ISSUES
a) The Church Clock has been repaired (other than some adjustments to correct the time). Cllr Goodes will now submit invoices to the War Memorial Trust to claim the grant funding. He will also complete the documentation regarding the faculty awarded by the diocese. 

13. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
Cllr Taylor reported that the Bingo night went well.  The Music Night is to be held on the 21st June.  
14. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
Cllr Cox reported that the Ranger has cleared the pavement area around the Church. The Ranger intends to hire a digger to clear the area around the Silt trap. Cllr Cox ask if a map could be sent the ranger.

15. HIGHWAYS REPORT
a) A permanent road closure notice is being issued by Somerset Council regarding Chinnock Hollow.  The closure can be reversed in the future should funding become available. 

b) Somerest Highways have decided that they will not be putting double-yellow lines on the junction due to the objection, and also parking on the road is not an issue here.  Instead, they have proposed positioning 3 bollards once the pavement ends to prevent people parking there. They have agreed to sent an officer out to discuss this.  The Clerk agreed to write to the house owner, to ask them once again to remove the trailer and metal panels from the pavement area.
16. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
Cllr Taylor reported that someone else might be able to take over the printing of the Chinnock Chimes. It was discussed whether the Chinnock Chimes could be sent out by email in the future.  However, it was felt that whilst this was an option many people prefer to have a paper copy to read.
17. RIGHTS OF WAY
Nothing new to report. The dog poo bin on Westways needs replacing. The Clerk agreed to research costs for this.
18. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None.

19. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The next meeting is on Monday 9th June, 2025. This meeting will begin immediately following the Annual Meeting of the Parish. The meeting closed at 8.45pm.  

