					
			
	                                              



					
			
	                                              


MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 2nd MARCH 2026 IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner asked for a progress update re the new Village Hall planter. The Chairman replied that the stone needs to be collected from the previous broken planter to see if there is enough available for the new planter.
A parishioner asked if there is anything being done regarding the collapsed ‘blue lias’ stone at westways. Cllr Weatherall agreed to take photos of this area, so that it can be discussed at the next meeting and determine what needs to be done.
A parishioner asked if there was any updated on the S.215 notice for Woodentop Inn. The Chairman agreed to email the planning department for an update.
Post Meeting Note: A member from the Somerset Council enforcement team replied that as the S.215 notice has not been complied with, they are in the process of preparing a prosecution file for consideration with the Somerset Council legal team.

Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman), John Cox, J’aime Wetherell, Paul Taylor and Debbie Taylor 
In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 2 members of public.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
   None.

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 2nd FEBRUARY 2026 (Already Circulated)
[bookmark: _Hlk218879688]The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr D. Taylor).

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
None.

5. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES
a) There are currently two Councilor vacancies.  The Chairman has so far received no response from the article to encourage people to join the Council that was published in the recent Chinnock Chimes.

6. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
Cllr Patrick has created a facebook poll asking if members of the public would like Chinnock Hollow to be re-opened. He intends to bring the subject up again at the next somerset council meeting.

7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.  

8. FINANCE
a) It was agreed to ask Mr Selfe, it he was happy to do the Parish Council’s internal audit 
b) The Clerk has contacted the Church warden stating that the PC were happy to contribute to the graveyard upkeep, but would like to see invoices for this prior to making the donation. 
c) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices (Proposer: Cllr D. Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox):
· Somerset Council – Bin emptying Oct to Dec (£84.50 + VAT£16.90)				£101.40
· J Robinson – Ranger (February)						               		 £175.00
9. COMMUNITY PARK.
a) The Clerk has contacted Somerset Council to ask if they can close the black bin after it has been emptied. 
b)  The Clerk reported that the contractors have checked the fence and repaired this in one area in near the sign. Cllr D.Taylor reported that the fence is still not attached the wire towards the far-end of the field. Cllr P.Taylor agreed to investigate. 
c) The pedestrian gate repair is ongoing. 

10. PARISH ISSUES
a) The Village Hall Committee have emailed the Parish Council as they are keen to increase the cost of the hire for the village hall for when it is used by the Post Office.  It is understood from the Village Hall that the PC, the Feoffees and the Post Office all contribute a third of this cost.  The PC has decided that it was up to Village Hall to contact all parties involved if they would like to increase the cost of hire of the village hall.
b) Cllr Cox will ask the Ranger to collect the stone from the broken planter and store it somewhere at the village hall.
c) Regarding the new Hamstones signs, the Chairman has proposed a location following his meeting with the Cider farm owner and the highways officer.  For the Crewkerne end stone, it was suggested the hamstone would be more visible if it was further south nearer the entrance to the farm. The Clerk agreed to follow this up.  For the West Coker end sign, it was decided to first contact a builder to discuss supporting this stone and also obtain costs for traffic lights for installation. 

11. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
a) Cllr P.Taylor reported that the music night will be held on the 6th June and ‘Jorden Lindsey’ will be playing. Disappointingly only 7 people turned up for the pop-up pub last week.  The marquee tent hire has been booked for 5 events so far this year.

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
The Ranger has cleared the drain near the silt trap.  

13. HIGHWAYS REPORT
a) While the ‘double yellows’ on College junction will not be installed for some time (as they require Somerset Council advertising), it is hoped the bollards will be installed this year.   It is thought that the council will be able to move the doors from the pavement, but the trailer will have to be removed by the Police.
b) The Clerk reported that there were several tyres fly-tipped at the top of Chinnock Hollow.  The Chairman agreed to report his as he was able to give further details on location.

14. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
a) Cllr Wetherall has agreed to email the latest logo design to councilors.
b) The Clerk reported that the new website has been setup and that the new ‘eastchinnockparishcouncil.gov.uk’ email addresses were now available.  It was agreed that the PC would using the new email address from the 1st April 2026. 

15. RIGHTS OF WAY
No matters arising.

16. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The next meeting will be held on Monday 13th April, 2026. The meeting closed at 8.35pm.  
