					
			
	                                              



					
			
	                                              


MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 1st JUNE 2026 IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
No items were brought for discussion.

Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman), John Cox, J’aime Wetherell, Paul Taylor and Debbie Taylor 

In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 1 member of public.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
   None.

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 11th MAY 2026 (Already Circulated)
[bookmark: _Hlk218879688]The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr P Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox).

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
None.

5. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES
a) There are currently two Councilor vacancies.  

6. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
There was no Somerset Councilor’s report so far this month. 

7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.  

8. FINANCE
a) Cllr Cox reported that part of the Village hall roof needs repair and that it will cost around £7K-10K rectify this.  This was discussed and it was agreed the Parish Council would contribute £2000 towards this. (Proposer: Cllr Goodes, Seconder: Cllr Wetherell).
b) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr D Taylor):
· A J Fencing and Landscapers –Inv 1512 Comm Field grass maint (£50+VAT£10)	£60.00

9. COMMUNITY PARK.
a) Cllr D. Taylor reported that both the community field large gate and the pedestrian gate are both starting to look weathered and they that will potentially need replacing sometime soon.  It was agreed to obtain quotes to replace them.  
Cllr Wetherell reported that the area in front of the park is now overgrown with nettles.  Cllr Goodes agreed to contact Somerset County Council to establish if they intend to maintain it this year.




10. PARISH ISSUES
a) Regarding the potential new planter for the village hall, it was estimated that this will cost in the region of £900-£1000, as we would need to apply for a license to place it on the pavement. (There is also some underground pipework in this area). The Chairman agreed to contact Somerset Council highways to discuss if this was an option.  It was also suggested that the existing plaque could be used in the old ‘water feature’ (which no longer works), near the bus stop.  This could then be used to grow flowers.  It was agreed the ranger would remove the ivy from the water feature, so that this could be discussed again at the next meeting.   
b) With regards to the new hamstone sign, the Clerk circulated AI mock-ups to get an idea of how they would look in each of the proposed potential sites near the cider farm.  Cllr Goodes agreed to contact Somerset Highways to determine if siting the sign near the existing ‘East Chinnock’ sign was also an option. 
c) The Clerk suggested that a small noticeboard, (the same size as the existing recess), could be purchased so that the bus timetable could be hung inside the bus shelter.  A resolution was passed for the clerk to purchase this (up to a maximum of £20). (Proposer: Cllr P Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox).

11. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
Cllr P.Taylor reported that the Entertainments committee are making sure everything is ready for the music night on the 6th June.

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
The ranger will be working a day in June. 

13. HIGHWAYS REPORT
a) Numerous potholes have been fixed around the village.
b) No further update on the College junction (still awaiting the installing of the bollards and     yellow lines). 
c) The Chairman is continuing to chase up the clearing of drains around the village (including obtaining a price for the clearing of a drain on Forge Lane on behalf of the property owner who can then decide to pay or not)

14. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
         Nothing to report

15. RIGHTS OF WAY
Nothing to report.

16. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The next meeting will be held on Monday 13th July, 2026, at 7.30pm. The meeting closed at 8.20pm.  
