					
			
	                                              



					
			
	                                              


MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 13th JULY 2026 IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
No items were brought for discussion.

Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman), John Cox, J’aime Wetherell, Paul Taylor and Debbie Taylor 

In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk), Cllr Mike Hewitson (Somerset Councillor) and 1 member of public.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
   None.

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 1st JUNE 2026 (Already Circulated)
[bookmark: _Hlk218879688]The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr D Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox).

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
Cllr P.Taylor reported that there was a fly-tip on Green Lane and that he was unable to report this as the Somerset Council website wouldn’t let him.  Cllr Goodes agreed to chase this up.

5. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES
a) There are currently two Councilor vacancies.  

6. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
Cllr Hewitson reported that they are waiting to resurfacing the A30 again, once the temperature has dropped. He reported that 65 potholes were repaired in East Chinnock in the last report. 

7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.  

8. FINANCE
a) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr D Taylor):
		John Robinson -  Ranger work (Inv 068/003)   					£175.00
     Paul Taylor – reimbursement for Music night burgers & sausages		£221.00	
	
9. COMMUNITY PARK.
a) Cllr D. Taylor reported that the grass has been cut.  Cllr Goodes has contacted Somerset County Council and they have stated that they own the grass in front of the park, but will only cut it once a year.  The ranger has strimmed it on his last visit.
b)  The Clerk reported that she had contacted ‘The Play Inspections Company’ asking if there were any requirements for replacing the community park gates. They have suggested using a playground gate company.  The clerk agreed to continue to follow this up.



10. PARISH ISSUES
a) The Chairman has contacted Somerset Council highways and they have stated that it is not an option to build a stone planter in front of the village hall wall. As an alternative to this, the old ‘water feature’ near the bus stop could be used. This has now been cleared of ivy. Cllr Goodes agreed to measure the plaque to confirm it will fit between the two side walls. 
b) Cllr Goodes has contacted somerset council highways and they have propose siting the hamstone sign near the entrance to the water treatment site.  He agreed to contact the Cider Farm owner as this is also adjacent to his land. 
c) Cllr Goodes asked the Council if a ‘Cool room’ (i.e. air conditioned space) should be considered given the recent hot weather seen lately which appears to be becoming the new normal climate.  It was thought that the Village Hall would be suitable for this.  Cllr Weatherell agreed to bring this up at the next Village Hall meeting.

11. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
Cllr P.Taylor reported that the re-scheduled Music night went very well.  It is thought they made about £230.

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
The Ranger strimmed around the village and cleared the ivy from the water feature. Cllr Cox will ask him to revisit in August. 

13. HIGHWAYS REPORT
a) Cllr Goodes has met with Highways on College road, and the marking for the bollards has been made. They have agreed to do the bollards in this financial year.  The double yellows lines will not happen until next year as they usually do this periodically. 
b) Mike Bussel agreed to check the grit bins in the village and let the clerk know if they need filling up this year.

14. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
Cllr Wetherell reported that the advertising on Facebook is currently acceptable. Cllr Goodes has contacted several companies asking them to limit their advertising to no more than fortnightly. Cllr Goodes thanked Cllr Wetherell’s daughter for designing the Parish Council logo which is excellent.

15. RIGHTS OF WAY
Mike Bussel reported that the dry weather has meant slow growth and less to strim on the footpath. Cllr Weatherell reported that there was a large pile of rubble left near the footpath near the sewer site and that you have to be careful to go around it.

16. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
There is no Parish Council meeting in August. The next meeting will be held on Monday 7th September, 2026, at 7.30pm. The meeting closed at 8.20pm.  
