					
			
	                                              		


					
			
	                                              


MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 5th JANUARY 2026 IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
No items were brought for discussion.

Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman), John Cox, J’aime Wetherell and Debbie Taylor 

In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 1 Member of the Public.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
   Mike Bussell

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 1st DECEMBER 2025 (Already Circulated)
[bookmark: _Hlk218879688]The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor).

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
None.

5. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES
a) There are currently three Councilor vacancies.  The Chairman has drafted an article to encourage people to join the Council.  This will be put in the next Chinnock Chimes.

6. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
The Somerset Councilor’s report has been circulated.

7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.

8. FINANCE
a) The Clerk presented a final draft of the 2026-27 budget.  This proposed an increase of the precept by £700 to £13,700.   A resolution was passed for the clerk to submit an application for a precept of £13,700 (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Wetherell).

Paul Taylor asked the PC if they had any suggestions for the Entertainments Committee to contribute to any PC planned projects.  The new planter was suggested.  The Chairman reported that further thought should be given to this.
b) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox):
· N Chapman Salary & Expenses	         	              					£1,013.52
· A J Fencing Community Field Mowing (£50.00 + VAT£10.00)				     £60.00

9. COMMUNITY PARK.
a) Cllr Taylor reported that the grass has been recently cut and the black bin is now closing ok. She reported that the top wire of the recently repaired fencing was coming away from the rest of the fence and that this requires fixing.  The Clerk has asked for photos of the issue so that this can be followed up.
b)  The pedestrian gate repair is ongoing. 

10. PARISH ISSUES
a) Cllr Goodes is hoping to speak with the owner of the Ccider Farm re available stone for the stone planter.
b) Regarding the new hamstones signs, the Chairman is meeting with an officer from the highways dept to discuss possible locations on the side of the road, so that we can apply for a licence for them.
c) The Clerk has asked the contractor to go ahead with the painting of the bus shelter. She is also awaiting a quote for replacing the wooden bench slats.
d) The clerk reported that she is unable to make the July 6th PC meeting date and proposed Monday 13th July instead.. The PC were happy for the meeting date to be move to the 13th. The Clerk agreed to publish the Parish Council meeting dates for 2026 on a separate notice.  This will be posted on the notice board and the website once operational. 

11. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
a) Paul Taylor has agreed to join the Parish Council as a councilor and would also take on the role as Entertainment’s Committee representative.  A resolution was passed to co-opt Paul Taylpr onto the Parish Council (Proposer: Cllr Goodes, Seconder: Cllr Cox). He then signed the ‘Declaration of Acceptance of Office’ and joined the meeting.
b) Cllr P Taylor reported that the Entertainments committee is planning a ‘Bingo’ night soon.  He also reported that the New Years Eve Party was not as busy as expected with approximately 23 people attending.

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
Cllr Cox has passed email details of a potential ranger to the Clerk.

13. HIGHWAYS REPORT
a) The Chairman is meeting with Somerset Council Highways to discuss the proposed yellow lines and bollards on College on 13th January 2026.
b) The Chairman has reported several potholes.
c) The burnt-out car on Odcombe road has been reported by the Chairman, the Clerk and Odcombe PC but has still not been moved.

14. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
a) Several suggestions have been made for the new Parish Council logo.  This would be discussed again at the next meeting.
b) The Clerk has begun setting up the new website and email addresses with Parish online.  A picture has been chosen and also the main background colour of green.

15. RIGHTS OF WAY
No update. Cllr Wetherell reported that there has been scrambling bikes using the footpaths within the village.

16. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The next meeting will be held on Monday 2nd February, 2025. The meeting closed at 8.15pm.  



East Chinnock Parish Council Meeting Dates for 2026:

5th January
2nd February
2nd March
13th April
11th May
1st June
13th July
(no meeting in August)
7th September
5th October
2nd November
7th December







