					
			
	                                              		


					
			
	                                              


MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 1st DECEMBER 2025 IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner asked for the latest update regarding the new planter for outside the Village Hall.  The Chairman has spoken to the cider farm owner, who said he will very kindly pick up the good local stone from the recently broken planter and store it. He will also a local builder if he would be interested in taking on the job of building the new planter.

Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman), John Cox and Debbie Taylor 

In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 1 Member of the Public.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
   J’aime Wetherell and Mike Bussell

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 3rd NOVEMBER 2025 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor).

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
None.

5. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES
a) There are currently three Councilor vacancies.  The Chairman has drafted an article to encourage people to join the Council.  This will be put in January’s Chinnock Chimes.

6. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
The Somerset Councilor’s report has been circulated.

7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) There was no Planning applications received after publication of the agenda.

8. FINANCE
a) The Clerk presented another draft of the 2026-27 budget.  The current plan is to increase the precept by £500 to £13,500.   This will be finalized in January.

A letter was received from Yeovil Town Council asking for financial support to redevelop the Octagon Theatre.  A resolution was passed to donate £500 for this fund (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox).
b) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox):
· Somerset Council July-Sept Bin emptying (£84.50+ VAT £16.90)	         	               £101.40

9. COMMUNITY PARK.
a) The Clerk agreed to chase-up the annual inspection.  The Chairman has put another sign on the notice board stating ‘No Parking’.
b) Cllr Goodes has been looking into suitable ‘gate closers’ to address the issue of the gate remaining open. It was agreed that Cllr Debbie Taylor will liaise with Paul Taylor regarding purchasing something suitable. 

10. PARISH ISSUES
a) The stone planter was previously covered.
b) Regarding the new hamstones signs, the Chairman is meeting with an officer from the highways dept and agreed to discuss possible locations on the side of the road so that we can apply for a licence for them.
c) A resolution was passed to approve a quote of £710, to sand and repaint the bus shelter.

11. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
The Entertainment’s Committee made £98.31 on bonfire night. There is a wash-up meeting regarding this, this week.

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
The blue lias stones at Westways have now been relayed, but Cllr Cox is unsure whether this was done by the ranger.

13. HIGHWAYS REPORT
a) The Chairman is meeting with Somerset Council Highways to discuss the proposed yellow lines and bollards on College on 13th January 2026.
b) The Chairman has also contacted the police to ask them to help address the vehicles regularly parked on the pavement in front of Woodentop Inn, as these are obstructing the pavement.

14. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
a) It was agreed by the council that the new domain name for the new PC website will be eastchinnockparishcouncil.gov.uk (which mean new email addresses will be in the format of firstname. lastname@eastchinnockparishcouncil.gov.uk.  (or clerk@eastchinnockparishcouncil.gov.uk / chair@eastchinnockparishcouncil.gov.uk
b) The Chairman asked the clerk to contact Parish online to ask them to set up the website and email addresses.

15. RIGHTS OF WAY
No update.

16. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The clerk reported that there are 2 dates next year, where the 1st Monday of the month is a bank holiday.  It was agreed that the Parish Council meeting will be held on the following Monday (April 13th and May 11th).  
The Clerk agreed to publish the Parish Council meeting dates for 2026 on a separate notice.  This will be posted on the notice board and the website once operational. 
The next meeting will be held on Monday 5th January, 2025. The meeting closed at 8.35pm.  






