
MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON MONDAY 7th APRIL 2025 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner asked if there was any further news of the section 215 notice for the Wooden Top Inn.  The Chairman replied that the section 215 notice ended in November, and that enforcement was now in place for this order, but this usually takes a very long time.  The Chairman has written to the owner, asking if they would consider tidying-up the car-park area, but there was no response.  Unfortunately, there is little else the Parish Council can do.  Cllr Hewitson agree to see if there is any further progress on the Section 215 enforcement. 

 Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman), John Cox, Debbie Taylor   
In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk), Cllr Hewitson (Somerset CC) and 3 Members of the Public.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
   J’aime Wetherell.
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 3RD MARCH 2025 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor).

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
None

5. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES
a) There are currently three Councillor vacancies.
6. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
The Somerset Councilor’s report has been circulated. Cllr Hewitson reported that the Somerset Council budget plan has now been approved.  The Council Tax was increased by 7.5% this year, but this still leaves the cost per household a lot less than Dorset and many other unitary councils.  The TRO to close-off the highway at Chinnock Hollow expires soon, and Somerset Council will be holding another meeting to discuss a TRO for the next year.

7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) Planning application received:

App No: 25/00537/HOU Alterations and extension of a front entrance porch to the dwelling at 413 New buildings, High Street. A resolution was passed to support this application (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor).

b) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.

8. FINANCE
a) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor):

· A J Fencing - Grass mowing (Inv 1385 £50.00+ VAT £10.00)

                 £60.00

· A J Fencing - Grass mowing (Inv 1388 £50.00+ VAT £10.00)

                 £60.00

· Gillet & Johnston (£2,276.00 + VAT £455.20)




£2,731.20

· N Chapman - Salary & Expenses






£1,395.84

· Information Commissioner – Data Protection fee (Direct Debit = £47.00)
     £52.00

· SALC 25/26 Affiliation fees






   £241.40

9. COMMUNITY PARK.

a) General Report.

b) A resolution was passed to sign the Play Inspection Company ‘Repeat Order’ form for next year’s annual inspection.

c) Cllr Taylor has met with two contractors to discuss the Chain-link fencing. These were discussed and a resolution was passed to accept Dave Allen’s quote of £3,875.00 + VAT (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor).

d) It is still unknown as to who owns the rotted fence post on the left-hand side of the park.

10. PARISH ISSUES
a) The motion works are now ready to be returned to the tower and the Parish Council is waiting for a date for Gillet & Johnson to do this.  The total cost for repairing the Church clock repair has cost £7,976.00+VAT + Cherry Picker hire will £723.49+VAT=  £8699.49 +VAT.  War memorial grant will be £1800. Total cost to parish council will be £6,899.

b) Somerset County have submitted a quote for £338.00 (+ VAT) to empty the litter bin once a week at the Portman Park.  It was decided that as it is usually quite full it would need emptying once a week and resolution was passed to accept this quote (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor).

11. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
No meeting held.
12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
The Clerk reporting that the remaining tree stump on the footpath near Orchardleigh will be moved in the next 10 days.  Cllr Cox stated that he will contact AJ Fencing to ask them to dig out the ditch at Orchardleigh and around the Silt trap. The pavement outside the church also needs clearing. 

13. HIGHWAYS REPORT
a) The contractor has agreed to move the stump in the next 10 days.

b) Somerset Council have contacted the PC regarding the TRO to paint ‘double-yellow lines’ on the right side of College Road near the A30 Junction. The TRO received one objection as this will reduce residential parking.  Somerset Council have decided they would to overrule the objection and continue with lines to the end of the existing raised kerb. The PC discussed this, and it is their view that as there is already cars park on the left hand side of the road, then you would not be able to park on the right-hand side anyway.  The PC would preferred to see the lines drawn as given in the original TRO. The Clerk agree to respond to this email.
14. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
Nothing to report.
15. RIGHTS OF WAY
Mike Bussel has been busy clearing branches around the look-out area this month.
16. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The next meeting is on Monday 7th May, 2025. This meeting will begin immediately following the Annual Meeting of the Parish. The meeting closed at 8.23pm.  

