					
			
	                                              



					
			
	                                              


MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 13th APRIL 2026 IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner asked for a progress update re the new Village Hall planter. The Chairman replied that the stone needs to be collected from the previous broken planter to see if there is enough available for the new planter.
A parishioner reported that the wooden bench located at the Memorial Field is now rotted and that it needed replacing.  The parishioner reported that they have contacted the original funder for the bench and it is thought that they are happy to replace with a new bench.

Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman), J’aime Wetherell, Paul Taylor and Debbie Taylor 

In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk), Mike Hewitson (Somerset Councillor) and 2 members of public.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
   None.

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 2nd MARCH 2026 (Already Circulated)
[bookmark: _Hlk218879688]The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr P Taylor, Seconder: Cllr D. Taylor).

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
None.

5. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES
a) There are currently two Councilor vacancies.  

6. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
Cllr Hewitson report that the new Ham Hill Visitor Centre was officially opened last week. Once again, potholes are still a major issue for Somerset Council.

7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.  

8. FINANCE
a) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices (Proposer: Cllr D. Taylor, Seconder: Cllr P Taylor):
· Somerset Council – Bin emptying Jan-Mar (£84.50 + VAT £16.90)	            £101.40
· A J Fencing – Inv 1509 Grass cutting (£50.00 + VAT £10.00)			  £60.00
· A J Fencing – Inv 1512 Grass cutting (£50.00 + VAT £10.00)			  £60.00
· SALC Ltd – Annual fees 2026/27 							£241.92
· N Chapman – Salary + Expenses Jan - Mar				         £1,444.11

Cllr Wetherell noted that the dog litter bin was always quite full.  It was thought that parishioners might be using it to dispose of all of their dog-poo instead of just the occasional dog-poo when taking dogs for a walk around the village. It was suggested that a note in the Chinnock Chimes might help to discourage this.
b)  Cllr P Taylor requested a float of £1,500.00 for the Entertainments Committee Music Night in July. A resolution was passed to approve this (Proposer: Cllr J Wetherell, Seconder: Cllr D. Taylor. To be paid to Pat Lock’s bank account).

9. COMMUNITY PARK.
a) Cllr D. Taylor reported that the grass has been cut and that there are no new problems.
b)  A resolution was passed to approve the Play Inspection Company “Repeat Order form” for next January’s Annual inspection (£96.50 + VAT) (Proposer: Cllr P Taylor, Seconder: Cllr D. Taylor). 
c) The pedestrian gate repair is ongoing. 

10. PARISH ISSUES
a) The Village Hall Committee is in the process of increasing the cost of hire of the village hall for the Post Office service.
b) Cllr Cox will ask the Ranger to collect the stone from the broken planter and store it somewhere at the village hall.
c) Regarding the new Hamstones signs for the ‘Crewkerne-end’ stone the clerk reported that the cider farm owner was not keen on moving the hamstone signs from where he had already agreed to. The other potential place was near the existing East Chinnock sign post, but the clerk has not received any reply for this from the land owner.  It was felt that having the Hamstone sign in immediate proximity to the existing metal road sign would not be ideal. It is possibile that there is some ‘highways land’ near the entrance to the water treatment plant: this to be explored.
For the West Coker end sign, the previous location was discussed and there was still some concern that the area of land adjacent to the highway may not be very stable. It was agreed to look into other potential places for the sign.  This will be discussed at the next meeting.

11. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
a) Cllr P.Taylor reported that they will be erected the marquee for events in the next month.  

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
No update.  

13. HIGHWAYS REPORT
a) The ‘double yellows’ on College junction will not be installed for some time (as they require Somerset Council advertising).  Unfortunately, there may also be a delay in installing the bollards, due to injury from the Somerset Council member of staff that organizes this.

14. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
a) Cllr Wetherall has agreed to email the latest logo design to councilors.
b) Advertising on the East Chinnock Village facebook group was discussed. The general view was that occasional advertising was acceptable, but that weekly advertising was too much.  It was agreed that this should be limited to once-a-month advertising.
c) Recent agendas and minutes have been added to the new website. The new ‘eastchinnockparishcouncil.gov.uk’ email addresses were now available.


15. RIGHTS OF WAY
Mr Bussell reported that several stiles were now rotting. It is the responsibility of land owners maintain these but there is little incentive for them to do so. He has be in touch with the latest Somerset Council rights of way officer, who have responded that they are still happy to maintain finger posts signs. 

16. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The next meeting will be held on Monday 11th May, 2026, following the ‘Annual Parish Meeting’ at 7.30pm. The meeting closed at 8.40pm.  
