
MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON MONDAY 3rd MARCH 2025 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
Mr Bussell gave a brief update regarding some of the drains in the village and also and highlighted those which he thought were blocked. Those drains Mr Bussel did not review Cllr Goodes has examined and Cllr Goodes will collate the two set of data to enable a quote for drain clearing to be obtained.

A parishioner reported that the debris on the pavement in front of the church was building up.  Cllr Cox reported that it will be on the ranger’s tasks to clear this up for their next visit.

 Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman), John Cox, Debbie Taylor and J’aime Wetherell.       
In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 2 Members of the Public.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
None.
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON  6th JANUARY 2024 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor).

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
None

5. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES
a) There are currently three Councillor vacancies.
6. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
The Somerset Councilor’s report has been circulated. Cllr Hewitson reported that the Somerset Council budget plan was aiming to be approved this week.  They have been given a dispensation to be able to use capital as revenue and intend to help fund the plan with asset-selling.  They have also been given permission to raise the council tax by 7.5% next year.  The council workforce will reduce by 25% over the next financial year.

7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.

8. FINANCE
a) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor):

· A J Fencing - Grass mowing (Inv 1366 £50.00+ VAT £10.00)

                £60.00

· Purple Hire Ltd (hire of 17m Cherry Picker £211.88 +VAT £42.38)

  £254.26

· Gillet & Johnston (repair Church clock 50% £2850.00+VAT £570.00)

£3420.00

9. COMMUNITY PARK.

a) Cllr Taylor has met with a contractor to discuss the wire-fencing. As many of the posts were now loose and the wire needs repairing in many places, it was decided it would be best to replace the existing fence with a new fence.  A quote will be received shortly.  It was agreed the clerk would need to approach two other contractors to gain a competitive quote.

10. PARISH ISSUES
a) The main part of the Clock  has been returned. The motion works have been removed and require some work.  The quote given for this was £2276.00 + VAT.  So far the Church clock repair has cost £5700+VAT. Total Cherry Picker Hire will £723.49+VAT. Total Cost potentially £8699.49 +VAT.  (Gillet & Johnston have agreed to reduce their estimate by £900.00). War memorial grant will be £1800. Total cost to council will be approximately £6000

11. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
Cllr Taylor reported that there is a Quiz night planned for 22nd March.  
12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
Cllr Cox has asked for the final remaining stump to be removed before the ranger next visit.  

13. HIGHWAYS REPORT
a) It was agreed to ask the contractor to remove 3rd large tree stump near the silt-trap (£200.00).

b) A parishioner has complained to Somerset Council about the road deteriorating toward the Rookery. Cllr Goodes agreed that the edge of road surface was deteriorating and has reported this to ‘county’ but unfortunately this has happened in many places recently and may not been seen as priority given Highways cut-backs.

c) Cllr Goodes and Cllr Wetherell attended the meeting re ‘flooding’ held at the Shrubbery Hotel convened by Adam Dance (MP).  It was a ‘heated’ debate and Chard, South Petherton and Ilminster were central topics.  The County Council keen to ‘devolve’ tasks to the Parish Councils, such as putting ‘flooding signs’ up and ‘unblocking drains’.

d) Cllr Goodes has reported the ‘large crack’ on the A30 road.  There was concern that this may cause danger if it gets much worse.  Somerset Council Highways replied that ‘they are aware of this issue, and are keeping it monitored’.  A patch repair has been made.
14. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
Cllr Wetherell reported that it would probably cost around £40 per hour if the council needed to ‘upload’ calendar updates to the website.  The Eastchinnock.net is currently owned by ‘MarkOne’.   They were happy to upload the regular reports including the Chinnock chimes and PC minutes and agenda. 
15. RIGHTS OF WAY
Nothing to report.
16. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The next meeting is on Monday 7th April, 2025, at 7.30pm.  

The meeting closed at 8.15pm.  

