
MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON MONDAY 6th JANUARY 2025 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
No items were bought for discussion.

 Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman),  John Cox and J’aime Wetherell.       
In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 0 Members of the Public.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Debbie Taylor.
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON  2nd DECEMBER 2024 (Already Circulated)
The Clerk highlighted a correction to section 8 c) to include the invoice to pay S Saunders Butchers for the meat for the Bonfire night (£127.45).  The minutes were then approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr Wetherell, Seconder: Cllr Cox).

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
None

5. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES
a) There are currently three Councillor vacancies.
6. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
The Somerset Councilor’s report was previously circulated. 

7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) Planning App: 24/01790/FUL The erection of 6 dwellings and garages on land to rear of Portman Arms. An email was received from a planning application highlighting that they were unhappy with the design and layout of the plans and therefore did not support this application.  The Parish Council agreed with their comments, and while they are happy to see some small development to improve the current ‘eyesore’ of a carpark, and a resolution was passed to provide a ‘neutral’ response. (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Wetherell).

b) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.

c) Cllr Goodes has continued to chase up Planning enforcement regarding the section 215 notice for the Woodentop Inn. He has also contacted the owner of the Woodentop regarding the overall condition of the plot; sharing the view of Parishioners that it is an eyesore and asking for it to be improved.
8. FINANCE
a) The Clerk presented a revise 2025-26 Parish Council budget.  Following discussion it was decided that the reserves are reasonably healthy and that the currently proposed precept rise of £500 was acceptable (from 2024-25 £12500 to 2025-26 £13000).  This will be a 4 per cent increase from last year with only an extra £1.82 per year (£54.41 to £56.23) for a band D property. A resolution was proposed to increase the 2025-2026 precept to £13000 (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Wetherell).

b) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices (Proposer: Cllr Goodes, Seconder: Cllr Cox):

-A J Fencing – Parish Ranger (Inv 1354 £375.00+ VAT£75.00)

            £450.00

· N Chapman – Salary & Expenses





          £1059.76

9. COMMUNITY PARK.

a) Cllr Taylor reported that there was nothing new to report.  

b) The ownership of the partially rotted wooden fence to the left of the field is still unknown.  Cllr Cox has spoken to the owner of the neighboring property to see if they have any details of ownership on their deeds and they have said they will investigate this.

10. PARISH ISSUES
a) There is been no update from Gillett and Johnston regarding the Church Clock repair. 

b) Somerset Council have proposed a charge of £338 + VAT per year for emptying a dog or litter bin once a week.  They have confirmed that this does not have to be done every week.  The PC will have to pay for the community field bin to be emptied, but it was thought this could be done once a fortnight as the bin is quite large.

11. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
Cllr Taylor reported that the ‘Pop-up’Pub event on New Year’s Eve was well attended. Games were played and their was a good atmosphere. 
12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
Cllr Cox reported that the ranger had been and had clear the drains and channels, relocating the sleeper and tidied up the footpaths.  

13. HIGHWAYS REPORT
a) The Clerk has circulated to councilors, a potential quote of £890 per day for jetting the drains from a local contractor.  The PC felt that they could only justify half a days cleaning at that this might be an option to share with another parish.  The Clerk agreed to follow this up.

b) A contractor has quoted £200 to remove the large tree stumps, (near the silt-trap).  A resolution was passed to approve this (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Wetherell).

c) Cllr Wetherell asked if there was grit available for the next few days as snow was forecast.  There are still several grit bags store at a local farm if necessary.
14. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
Cllr Wetherell is waiting to hear from several businesses regarding the donation of a prize for the Parish Council logo competition and hopes to re-run the competition again soon.
15. RIGHTS OF WAY
None.
16. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The next meeting is on Monday 3rd February, 2025, at 7.30pm.  

The meeting closed at 8.10pm.  

